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radical philologist, and others, were tried upon a
charge of high treason. Their offence was that they
had summoned a convention to meet at Manchester to
discuss the question of Parliamentary Reform, but
it was believed that investigation would disclose
designs of a darker and more subversive complexion.
The law officers of the Crown may be supposed to
have chosen their ground with scrupulous care. If
there did indeed exist, as was asseverated in a
thousand pamphlets, a nefarious conspiracy to subvert
the realm, these men would be at the bottom of it,
and, being brought under examination, would enable
the whole skein to be unravelled. Yet after eight
days of dramatic tension the whole prosecution
broke down. There was nothing in the speeches and
writings of the incriminated men which could give
the faintest colour to a charge of treason. The jury
acquitted Hardy and Home Tooke, and the less
important prisoners were released without bail.5

There was then no republican party in England.
Republican sentiment was not uncommon ; republican
opinions may be traced, but not any overt or organized
action for the overthrow of the monarchy. In,one
of his St Helena conversations Napoleon told O'Meara
that had he succeeded in invading England he w^uld
have been well received by the canaille, and that after
dethroning George he would have founded one
republic in England and another in Ireland. If this
plan was really entertained, it was founded upon
a complete delusion as to the political complexion
of the country. There was indeed a poor and starv-
ing proletariat; and there were some educated re-
publicans. There was Mrs Macaulay of whom Dr
Johnson said that he did not mind her reddening her